Hello from Abu Dhabi!
It has been a wonderful adventure so far to be in Abu Dhabi, the capital of the United Arab Emirates (UAE). I am so glad that I took the leap! I am really enjoying living and working in this city. Even though I arrived at the beginning of February, it feels like I have been here for much longer. 
As in South Africa, there are schools that are girls-only, boys-only or mixed gender. The government schools are well resourced and there is a big focus on education and development in Abu Dhabi. The curriculum is outcomes-based, with an emphasis on the children ‘learning by doing’. 
As a South African, it has been an easy transition into working with this curriculum. There are many South Africans teaching in Abu Dhabi and we are seen as hardworking, adaptable, highly skilled teachers with a good work ethic. 
I teach at a boys’ government school. I taught Grade 4 until the end of June, which was the end of the academic year. I am now teaching Grade 2s. I teach English, Maths and Science in English to boys whose first language is Arabic. The development and acquisition of language has been so interesting for me! Developing strategies and mediating the learning experience in this city has reminded me so much of the similar strategies used by teachers in South Africa. 
The knowledge, skills and strategies that I have gained and developed from working with the Basic Concepts Programme has really benefitted my teaching here. One of the mottos of the education department here is “No one can acquire knowledge until he learns how to think”… and I love that! 
I look forward to sharing more of my experiences with you in the future.
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