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Figure 3. A parent in a professional, a working-class, and a welfare
family. Although the amounts varied from month to month, individual
parents provided consistently different overall amounts of Ianguage ex-

perience to their children. (See Appendix B for detailed explanation of
this figure.)




“We saw virtually all the professional families preparing

their children for symbolic problem solving from the very

beginning of their children’s lives. We saw them devoting
time and effort to giving their children experience with

the lanquage of diversity and symbolic emphasis...we saw

them using responsiveness and gentle quidance to

encourage problem solving, we saw them providing

frequent affirmative feedback to build confidence and

motivation required for sustained independent effort.”




"But we saw only one third
of the working class families
and none of the welfare
families similarly preparing

their children.”

a Hart and Risely, 1995
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HIGHER ORDER CONCEPTS
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Basic Concepts Programme

qrode R in Namagua district

Symbolic problem solving 1 .. _. .

Language of diversity

Gentle guidance

Responsiveness

Affirmative feedback




NAMAQUA DISTRICT DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Praj ect Results

Comparing Word Test Scores for Baseline (n=220)
and Intervention (n=181) Learners

O Baseline 2010 M Intervention 2012




NAMAQUA DISTRICT DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

SUCCESSES OF THE PROJECT

Learner Results Following Intervention

Namagqua District Project: Test of Basic Concepts Knowledge,
Grade 1, 2012 (n=198)

2%

Average Score: 18.51
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Test of Basic Concepts Knowledge: Summary of data
(2008 - 2012)

Control (n=1614) Intervention (n=831)

KEY:

Very weak: 0-10
Weak: 10-17
Average: 18-20
Strong: 21-24




NAMAQUA DISTRICT DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Teacher Feedbaclk

HAS THE BCP MADE A DIFFERENCE TO YOUR LEARNERS?
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NAMAQUA DISTRICT
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Teacher Feedback
HAS THE BCP MADE A DIFFERENCE TO YOUR LEARNERS?
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‘Yes, their talking, thinking and their vocabulary (have
improved) and they are more inclined to explain
themselves. They express themselves well but they still
have room for improvement.’ (T28)

‘Yes, they can think and reason and think beyond what

is asked them ... they can provide an explanation.’
(T10)

‘Yes, they speak in full sentences and they notice
differences they look in detail and can makes linkages
independently things which they see.’ (130)




NAMAQUA DISTRICT
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Teacher Feedback
HAS THE BCP MADE A DIFFERENCE TO YOUR LEARNERS?

Yes, they speak better and often in full sentences and they have an
imagination ... they can use their imagination and they can draw pictures
of things they might not have seen. They remember things for longer. (T1)

‘Yes, definitely. Their confidence has improved and can work
independently. Their vocabulary improved and used the conceptual
language of the programme.’ (T12)

‘Yes a lot, they are more advanced and the younger ones are also better
... just from listening. Their language has developed ... even though they
come from difficult situations ... no one talks to them ... it nice to see that
they can do it.” (T34)
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THE NATIONAL QUALIFICATIONS FRAMEWORK 0-4

What is of concern is that there is no upfront
acknowledgement that special circumstances
demand a special awareness when working with
young children.

We are aware of the critical importance of
language development particularly for 0-4yrs - this
iIs @ time when children from lower socio-economic
circumstances are at a significant disadvantage.

Even if children seem to be developing normally -
their cognitive development will not be normal if
they have not acquired the necessary language,
knowledge and thinking skills required for formal
learning.




Meeting 1/3
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Speed meeting, sharing and discussions in small groups

1. Get into groups of 8

2. Briefly Introduce yourself and where you are from (5min)

3. Thinkin pairs: Explore what BCP means to you: 2 ideas per pair. (5min)
4. Pairs share one idea with their group & if time permits share another idea
(5min)

Show at least 4 ideas on a sheet of newsprint (do this during step 4)

6. Share business card with colleagues

o

20minutes

EXPO DAY
24th August 2013




BCP EXPO DAY

What has influenced you.

Share your
thoughts/ideas/
experiences

BCP

S
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Contact Details:

Email: info@basicconcepts.co.za
Cell: 084 857 87 63

Tel: 084 857 8763

Fax: 086 689 5795

Website: www.basicconcepts.co.za
Twitter Handle: @basicconceptst
SKYPE: louisben22

Dr Louis Benjamin: Founder and Director
Ms Rabia Edries: BC Consultant and Project Manager




